








( c) Incidental take by serious injury or mortality from vessel strikes is limited to a total of
three large whales during training and testing activities combined from the species
listed in Table 2. Of the three total takes, no more than one or two whales can be
taken by vessel strike from each species (as indicated) listed in Table 3.

Table 3. Species and Stock-Specific Serious Injury or Mortality Authorized Take by
Vessel Strike for Training and Testing Activities Combined. 

5-Year Take by Serious Injury or

Species 
Mortality (no more than 3 whales

(Stock) 
total over five years and no more

than 1 or 2 (as indicated) from any
species/stock below). 

Fin whale 
2 

(CA/OR/WA stock) 

Gray whale (Eastern 
2 

North Pacific stock) 

Humpback whale 

(CA/OR/WA stock, 1 

Mexico DPS) 

Humpback whale 

(Central North Pacific 2 

stock) 

Sperm whale 
1 

(Hawaii stock) 

Blue whale (Eastern 
1 

North Pacific Stock) 

6. Mitigation. The Holder of this Authorization, and any persons operating under his or her
authority, must implement the following mitigation measures when conducting the activities
identified in Condition 4 of this Authorization.

(a) Procedural mitigation. Procedural mitigation is mitigation that the Navy must
implement whenever and wherever an applicable training or testing activity takes place within 
the HSTT Study Area for each applicable activity category or stressor category and includes 
acoustic stressors (i.e., active sonar, air guns, pile driving, weapons firing noise), explosive 
stressors (i.e., sonobuoys, torpedoes, medium-caliber and large-caliber projectiles, missiles and 
rockets, bombs, sinking exercises, mines, anti-swimmer grenades, and mat weave and obstacle 
loading), and physical disturbance and strike stressors (i.e., vessel movement; towed in-water 
devices; small-, medium-, and large-caliber non-explosive practice munitions; non-explosive 

missiles and rockets; and non-explosive bombs and mine shapes). 
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